WAR *

YOUNG GORING WAS AT ONCE SENT OFF ON PATROL AT

the frontier, It was during a reconnaissance to deter-
mine the position in a section of the Vosges that the
first shot was fired.

Goring was before Mulhausen. In the evening before
the fight for the town he went forward with his
company in an armoured train from the right bank of
the Rhine towards Mulhausen, The company com-
mander wanted scouts to reconnoitre the position in
the town. He ordered Goring to reconnoitre the
position with a few men and come back as soon as
possible, as the armoured train, owing to its heavy
water consumption, had to steam back soon.

Goring drove through the garrison town, where, as
it happened, he had once stayed as a cadet, and was
told by the people there that an enemy's dragoon
patrol had occupied the town hall,

Goring scented a quarry. All his promises to go
back quickly were forgotten. With his men he stormed
the town hall; but the crowd that gathered hindered
him from taking the Frenchmen prisoners. Goring
had to satisfy himself with tearing down the French
proclamations on the house walls. Then he followed
up the patrol, left the armoured train still farther sway,
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